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Newsletter 4

Erasmus+ BUILDING MATTERS Project Successfully Conducts WP4 Events to Promote Sustainable Building 

The BUILDING MATTERS project, supported by Erasmus+ under the grant agreement 2022-1-RO01-KA220-VET-000087398, has made significant strides in advocating for sustainable building materials through a series of impactful events under Work Package 4 (WP4). These events were meticulously organized based on the methodologies and guidelines developed as part of the project, aligning with the European Green Deal and the New European Bauhaus initiative.
The BUILDING MATTERS project aims to mitigate the risks associated with the transition to sustainability in the construction sector by empowering key stakeholders through education and collaboration. The focus of WP4, led by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia - Chamber of Construction and Building Materials Industry of Slovenia (CCIS-CCBMIS), was to deploy an Awareness Raising Package across Europe, particularly targeting vocational education and training (VET) learners and promoting results developed and published on:

Results web site:https://www.buildingmatterslearning.org/
About the project:https://buildingmatters.gzs.si/vsebina/EN

Overview of WP4 Events organized so far
Hearings from Slovenia
The events included demonstration sessions, webinars, and roundtable discussions, all aimed at promoting sustainable decision-making in building projects. These activities took place in Slovenia on March 7th, 2024, gathering a diverse group of participants, including SMEs, research institutions, VET providers, social partners, and key stakeholders from the construction industry.
The demonstration sessions showcased innovative sustainable building materials and practices, focusing on recycled and secondary raw materials. These sessions highlighted the practical applications and environmental benefits of sustainable materials, providing participants with real-world examples of their implementation in construction projects.
Following the demonstration sessions, roundtable discussions allowed for an exchange of ideas and strategies for broader adoption of sustainable practices within the sector. These discussions were instrumental in developing key recommendations aimed at enhancing the adoption of sustainable building materials across the EU.

Key take aways form the event:
Enhanced Education and Awareness: There is a critical need to improve understanding and awareness of sustainable building materials among all stakeholders. The project’s learning platform and resources are pivotal in achieving this goal.
Support from Policy and Regulations: Stronger policy initiatives and regulatory frameworks are necessary to encourage the use of sustainable materials and practices.
Industry-Academia Collaboration: There is a significant need to strengthen the connection between academic research and industry requirements to ensure that innovations are practically applicable.
Digital Transformation: The adoption of digital processes, including BIM technologies, is essential for optimizing the use and lifecycle management of sustainable materials.
Financial Incentives: Developing financial mechanisms and incentives could reduce the barriers to adopting sustainable materials, particularly for SMEs.
Hearings from Romania 
Following the successful implementation of WP4 activities in Slovenia, the BUILDING MATTERS project extended its efforts to Romania, where a series of events took place focusing on the integration of sustainable products in construction. These Romanian events further emphasized the project’s commitment to enhancing the adoption of sustainable building practices across Europe.
In Romania, the focus was particularly on advancing the use of sustainable materials in the construction sector. Participants engaged in discussions about the latest innovations in sustainable building materials, such as advanced bio-based composites and recycled content products, which have shown promising results in reducing the environmental footprint of construction activities. The sessions highlighted the importance of local sourcing and the use of materials that contribute to energy efficiency and lower carbon emissions.
One significant point of discussion was the need for better infrastructure to support the recycling of construction waste, which is still a challenge in Romania. Stakeholders expressed a need for more robust systems that not only facilitate but incentivize the reuse and recycling of building materials. The event also addressed the potential for policy interventions that could support the broader implementation of these practices, such as subsidies for companies that adopt green technologies or stricter regulations on waste management.
About Emerging Trends and Innovations in Romania:

The Romanian sessions brought to light several emerging trends in the construction industry, such as the growing importance of green certifications and the integration of digital tools to track and manage the use of sustainable materials. There was a consensus on the need to enhance training and education for professionals in the construction sector to better understand and implement these new technologies.

Social media campaign and engagement BUILDING MATTERS
SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN SET from February 2024 - September 2024 to mitigate the risks of climate change in the construction sector by building capacity for sustainable building materials

As part of its ongoing efforts to disseminate knowledge and reach a wider audience, BUILDING MATTERS has launched a robust awareness-raising campaign on social media. The public and stakeholders are encouraged to follow updates and engage via the project':

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Building.Matters.ERASMUS 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/building-matters-erasmus/ 

The BUILDING MATTERS project continues to have a significant impact on the construction sector by promoting sustainable practices and materials. The successful implementation of WP4 activities has not only emphasised the importance of sustainability in construction, but has also set the stage for further educational efforts and the transformation of the industry towards a greener future.
For more information about the project and upcoming events, especially the final conference BUILDING MATTERS in Slovenia, organized in Ljubljana on 13.9.2024 at the premises of CCIS in Dimičeva 13, Ljubljana with guests from abroad – members of BUILDING MATTERS Erasmus+ initiative!
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